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Introduction to Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

Å ñThe systematic analysis of potential environmental 
impacts (both positive and negative) of a development 
project".

Å Purpose ïto inform decision making

Å EIA required for projects likely to give rise to ñsignificant 
environmental effectsò. 

Å Legal requirement under Town & Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 1999.  Legal requirements for 
content and case law implications.

Å Environmental Statement (ES) - report that is produced 
and submitted with the planning application which reports 
the findings of the EIA.  
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The EIA Process 
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EIA Scoping Study

Å Purposeïto agree focus of EIA and content of the ES

Å Scoping Study Involved: 

- Collection and review of data

- Identification of potential environmental effects

- Appointment of appropriate expertise (the EIA Team)

- Preparation of Scoping Report (input from specialists)

Å Draft Scoping Report ïdiscussed with LBB in Nov/Dec 2006

Å óScoping Opinionô- provided by LBB in August 2007 after formal request  

Å Scoping Workshops ïin August 2007 on Heritage, Transport, Air Quality, 
Noise, Ecology ïattendees from Statutory Consultees, LBB and surrounding 
Boroughs
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EIA and Design Process

Å EIA is an Iterative Process: Informs and adjusts Masterplan throughout

Å Baseline Studies ïidentified Constraints and Opportunities

Å Regular Design Workshops ïEIA experts were key part of the Design Team

Å Review and Assessment of Masterplan Concepts ïallowed the scheme to be 
refined and environmental impacts to be minimised

Å óMitigation Measuresô inherent in the Scheme (óParametersô and óDesign 
Guidelinesô)

Å Regular Dialogue with Planning Officers and Consultees



1 ES Key Assumptions

Å Application comprises: Outline Masterplan, Listed Building Consent and 
Conservation Area Consent (demolitions) 

Å 15-20 year construction period, sequence of phasing uncertain
Å Environmental Management Plan (EMP) to manage construction and 

demolition impacts
Å A number of other strategies and management plans will be prepared 

and implemented 
Å Visitor numbers have been estimated by are dependant on events 

strategy adopted by the LDA
Å Planning permission would secure mitigation measures 


